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Spring has arrived!

Unforgettable Moments

AZLE HORNET
COMMUNITY:

There are some moments
you never forget.
Sometimes you see the
hand of God in the moment and sometimes you
see it later.
I started singing with
the Singing Men of North
Central Texas in March
2009.
They had a mission trip
planned in spring 2010. It
would be their first trip to
Ukraine.
I had too many irons in
the fire to even consider
the trip.
On March 20, 2010, a
volcano erupted in Iceland
and disrupted air travel in
the Northern Hemisphere.
SMONCT had to postpone
the trip until October.
My friend John Bell,
who had invited me into
SMONCT, was president
of the group that year and
asked if I could participate
in the October trip.
I told him I would pray
about it, but God would
have to show up big. Both
kids were in college. Our
daughter was graduating
in December and getting
married January 1. We had
just borrowed $100,000 to
do a major renovation on
our house for handicap accessibility.
I had no extra funds
available to go on a trip to
Ukraine.
John made a phone call
to the pastor who was co-

The return of spring break
marked the beginning of our
final nine-week grading period for this academic year.
These final two months of
school are busy and exciting
times at all campuses, with
graduation
preparations,
student testing and multiple
UIL events dominating the
calendar.
I am thankful spring has
arrived! While I do not wish
for major impacts to any
spring-related activities, we
definitely need April “showers” to help with current
drought conditions.
Spring also brings the potential for severe weather
events. In looking back at
what occurred just weeks
ago in the Jacksboro community, we are reminded
of how damaging weather
events can be. Azle ISD has
severe weather protocols in
place to help our students
and staff be prepared for
similar events. Azle ISD
actively monitors weather situations and performs
routine severe weather drills
at all campuses, and school
personnel are in communication with local emergency
management officials.
A recent addition to our
emergency
preparedness
tools for this year includes
Perry Weather. Using available funds from a safety se-
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By Todd Smith, M.Ed.,
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Mr. Smith just completed his 27th school year in Azle
ISD, with 13 years in campus administration and six
years as a district administrator. In June 22, 2020 he
was named Superintendent of Schools by the Azle ISD Board of Trustees. He is
thankful for the passion and dedication exhibited by Azle ISD faculty and staff and
is extremely proud of the work Azle ISD has accomplished and the impact they will
continue to make in the lives of our students.

curity grant, the district purchased three Perry Weather
Outdoor Warning Systems
(OWS) to help ensure student safety on campus and
during outdoor activities.
The Systems were installed
on light poles at the Azle
High School, Azle Junior
High and Forte Junior High
football fields on June 1.
Additional Perry Weather
Outdoor Warning Systems
were installed and became
operational at Cross Timbers, Eagle Heights, Liberty,
and Silver Creek Elementary schools during the first
week of January. This extension of our Outdoor Warning
System provides coverage
across the district to help
ensure the safety of all students on campus and during
outdoor activities.
As our community continues to grow at a fast pace, it
is important that we continue to share the great things
happening in our schools. A
big thank you to all who attended our annual Azle ISD
Showcase on March 10. It

was an evening filled with
excitement from students,
parents, guests and staff. The
event exemplified our theme
of We Are Azle! Students
from all grade levels and all
campuses, along with teachers, parents and guests, came
together at Azle HS to celebrate our amazing district.
Our annual Pre-K and
Kindergarten
Round-Up
will be on Tuesday, April
19, from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. at
each individual elementary
campus. This is registration for children 4-5 years
old who will start school in
August. Please help share
this information with anyone who has young children
who will be starting Pre-K
or Kindergarten next school
year. Additional information
is available on our website at
azleisd.net/backtoschool.
I wish our entire Azle ISD
community a restful and joyful Easter celebration.
We Are AzleTodd Smith
Superintendent of Schools

BE AMAZING

By Gerry Lewis

Azle resident Dr. Gerry Lewis guides explorers to discover
their AMAZING. He is an author, musician, and speaker,
and a coach-sultant for individuals, churches, and organizations. More at www.discoveryouramazing.com.

ordinator of the executive
ministry team of Harvest
Baptist Association (where
I had been serving as executive director for almost
two years).
He contacted the churches in HBA about helping
me with the cost, and they
came through with enough
to pay for the trip.
As we stood on stages in
cities across Ukraine and
sang the good news of Jesus, the words to our songs
were projected on big
screens in Russian so that
the people would know
what we were singing.
There is a Ukrainian
language, but almost all
Ukrainians—particularly
in the eastern side of the
country—speak Russian as
well (that is an important
fact, considering current
events).
One of the songs we
sang was Chris Tomlin’s
well-known song, “How
Great is Our God.”
We had learned the chorus in Russian and switched
from English to Russian on
the second chorus.
In one standing-room
only venue after another, I

will never forget the looks
on their faces when they
realized that they were
hearing the same words
that were being projected
on the screen.
Amazing.
Watching those faces
brought tears to my eyes
and a lump to my throat in
every concert.
Every. Single. Time.
Having now been to
Ukraine four times on
those music mission trips,
my heart breaks over the
current situation.
And I grieve the loss of
more opportunities to be
there (we were originally scheduled to return to
Ukraine and Poland less
than two weeks from now).
But, oh, how God moved
and blessed!
And when I see images of
Ukrainian Christians worshiping in the midst of war,
I wonder how many of them
number among the 30,000
people we saw make decisions to follow Jesus in 10
years of ministry there.
Truly, our God is amazing!
Be amazed and be amazing today, my friend.

April
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The team at Be Well Primary Care is ready to care for you! (back) Adriana Gallegos and Joanne
Gonzelez; (Front) Eric Bash and Jocelyn Ceniceros. Dr. Joshua Richard not pictured.
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We’ll help you get back
to feeling like your best self.
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Conveniently located near Texas Health
Azle, Be Well Primary Care offers a range
of services to meet your healthcare needs
close to home.
Be Well Primary Care offers primary
care services, preventive healthcare, hormone replacement therapy (BioTe) and
cosmetic aesthetic injections.
The clinic, which is new to the Azle
area, will welcome Dr. Joshua Richard to
the staff in July. Dr. Richard is a Sports
Medicine and Family Medicine-trained
physician. He has trained at UT Southwestern in Dallas and is finishing his fellowship training at Texas Tech University
Health Center in Lubbock. He is a proud
lifelong resident of DFW.
Working alongside Dr. Richard is Eric
Bash, a physician assistant. Bash served

in the U.S. Air Force as a surgical technologist and earned his degree in Physician
Assistant Studies from Bethel University
in Tennessee before returning to Texas.
Completing the team at Be Well Primary Care are Adriana Gallegos, Joanne
Gonzalez and Jocelyn Ceniceros.
The entire team at the clinic will work
together to find a complete balance to
your health, relieve pain, and help you get
back to feeling like your best self.
Be Well Primary Care is located at 721
Southeast Pkwy. in Azle, next to White’s
Funeral Home.
They are open Monday through Friday
8 a.m. to 5 p.m., and they close for lunch
from noon to 1 p.m.
For more information about services or to
set up an appointment, call 817-270-3627.

TAX SERVICE, INC

• Contactless Services
• Tax Preparation
• Free 2nd Looks for Tax Returns
• Free Consultations
• Business Entity formation: LLC, Inc.,
Corp., LP, LLP, Trust, Non-For-Profit
• Wide Range of Business Forms
BRING IN THIS AD TO RECEIVE

$

25 Off

TAX SERVICES OR ACCOUNTING FEES

119 Industrial Ave, Azle

817-301-8880
JenniferStephensTaxService@gmail.com

WALK-INS WELCOME!

